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Synopsis

American Constitutional Law: Essays, Cases, and Comparative Notes is a unique casebook that
encourages citizens and students of the Constitution to think critically about the fundamental
principles and policies of the American constitutional order. In addition to its distinguished
authorship, the book has two prominent features that set it apart from other books in the field: an
emphasis on the social, political, and moral theory that provides meaning to constitutional law and
interpretation, and a comparative perspective that situates the American experience within a world
context that serves as an invaluable prism through which to illuminate the special features of our
own constitutional order. While the focus of the book is entirely on American constitutional law, the
book asks students to consider what, if anything, is unique in American constitutional life and what
we share with other constitutional democracies. Each chapter is preceded by an introductory essay
that highlights these major themes and also situates the cases in their proper historical and political
contexts. This new edition offers updated and expanded treatment of a number of important and
timely topics, including gerrymandering and campaign finance. Volume 1 of this text focuses on
governmental structures and relationships and includes a chapter on elections and political

representation.
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Customer Reviews

This is a great text book. It takes a liberal arts slant to a constitutional law course. It doesn'’t just

provide for memorizing cases, dates, and holdings. It presents the most important constitutional



issues and discusses thoroughly their context within the historical time frame, as well as the
particular interpretive methods used for each opinion. And it follows up each chapter with a
comparison of other nations’ similar constitutional dilemmas and solutions. If you want to learn
constitutional law but don’t want to shell out sixty grand and three years of your life to do it, buy this

text book.

| didn’t end up using this textbook, and | couldn’t return it. My professor changed his mind last
minute but from what | read through a brief skim through, it seemed informative. | recommend this to

all political science students and those who are interested in constitutional law.

A Warning to other students purchasing this for a class...I purchased the "Kindle Edition, July 16,
2009" for my constitutional law class and was disappointed to discover that this edition does not
contain page numbers, making it nearly impossible to find where assigned readings are located.
However, what | find completely unacceptable is the lack of a Table of Contents. This is just
complete laziness on the publishers part. Unfortunately this means | will be returning this item even

though | would much rather have it on my Kindle.

| bought the kindle because it is a vey big book and | didn’'t want to take it to school. Big mistake. It
has no index/contents, or page number. | would much rather have bought the physical book. Don’t

make my mistake.
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